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Code of Conduct for Clubs, Coaches, Players and Match Officials A l l P e r s o n s : -1 .
 m u s t e n s u r e t h a t t h e G a m e i s p l a y e d a n d c o n d u c t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h d i s c i p l i n e d a n ds p o r t i n g b e h a v i o u r a n d m u s t a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t i t i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o r e l y s o l e l y u p o n t h e m a t c ho f f i c i a l s t o m a i n t a i n t h o s e p r i n c i p l e s ;2 .
 

s h a l l c o - o p e r a t e i n e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e s p i r i t o f t h e L a w s o f t h e G a m e i s u p h e l d . C l u b s s h a l l r e f r a i nf r o m s e l e c t i n g p l a y e r s g u i l t y o f f o u l p l a y ;3 .
 

s h a l l n o t r e p e a t e d l y b r e a c h t h e L a w s o f t h e G a m e ;4 .
 

s h a l l a c c e p t a n d o b s e r v e t h e a u t h o r i t y a n d d e c i s i o n s o f r e f e r e e s , a s s i s t a n t r e f e r e e s , o t h e rm a t c h o f f i c i a l s a n d a l l r u g b y d i s c i p l i n a r y b o d i e s , s u b j e c t t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u g b y B o a r d ’ sR e g u l a t i o n 1 7 ( I l l e g a l a n d / o r F o u l P l a y a n d M i s c o n d u c t ) ;5 .
 

s h a l l n o t p u b l i s h o r c a u s e t o b e p u b l i s h e d c r i t i c i s m o f t h e m a n n e r i n w h i c h a r e f e r e e o r a s s i s t a n tr e f e r e e h a n d l e d a m a t c h ;6 .
 

s h a l l n o t p u b l i s h o r c a u s e t o b e p u b l i s h e d c r i t i c i s m o f t h e m a n n e r i n w h i c h S c o t t i s h R u g b yh a n d l e d o r r e s o l v e d a n y d i s p u t e o r d i s c i p l i n a r y m a t t e r r e s u l t i n g f r o m a b r e a c h o f t h e B y e - L a w s ,R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s , o r L a w s o f t h e G a m e ;7 .
 

s h a l l n o t e n g a g e i n a n y c o n d u c t o r a n y a c t i v i t y o n o r o f f t h e f i e l d t h a t m a y i m p a i r p u b l i cc o n f i d e n c e i n t h e h o n e s t a n d o r d e r l y c o n d u c t o f a m a t c h , t o u r , t o u r n a m e n t o r s e r i e s o fm a t c h e s ( i n c l u d i n g , b u t n o t l i m i t e d t o , t h e s u p p l y o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e G a m e ,d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y , t o b o o k m a k e r s ) o r i n t h e i n t e g r i t y a n d g o o d c h a r a c t e r o f a n y p e r s o n ;8 .
 

s h a l l p r o m o t e t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f t h e G a m e a n d t a k e a l l p o s s i b l e s t e p s t o p r e v e n t i t f r o m b e i n gb r o u g h t i n t o d i s r e p u t e ;9 .
 

s h a l l n o t c o m m i t a d o p i n g o f f e n c e a s d e f i n e d i n I R B R e g u l a t i o n 2 1 ( A n t i - D o p i n g ) ;1 0 .
 

s h a l l n o t a b u s e , t h r e a t e n o r i n t i m i d a t e a r e f e r e e , a s s i s t a n t r e f e r e e o r o t h e r m a t c h o f f i c i a l ,w h e t h e r o n o r o f f t h e f i e l d o f p l a y ;1 1 .
 

s h a l l n o t u s e f o u l o r a b u s i v e l a n g u a g e o r g e s t u r e s t o w a r d s r e f e r e e s , a s s i s t a n t r e f e r e e s o r o t h e rm a t c h o f f i c i a l s , p l a y e r s o r t e a m p e r s o n n e l o r s p e c t a t o r s ;1 2 .
 

s h a l l n o t d o a n y t h i n g w h i c h i s l i k e l y t o i n t i m i d a t e , o f f e n d , i n s u l t , h u m i l i a t e o r d i s c r i m i n a t ea g a i n s t a n y o t h e r p e r s o n o n t h e g r o u n d o f r e l i g i o n , r a c e , c o l o u r , n a t i o n a l o r e t h n i c o r i g i n , s e x o rs e x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n .1 3 .
 

s h a l l n o t d o a n y t h i n g w h i c h a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t s t h e G a m e o f R u g b y F o o t b a l l , S c o t t i s h R u g b y , a n ym e m b e r c l u b o r U n i o n o r a n y c o m m e r c i a l p a r t n e r o f t h e G a m e .E v e r y p e r s o n i s u n d e r a n o b l i g a t i o n t o c o m p l y w i t h t h i s C o d e o f C o n d u c t .S c o t t i s h R u g b y i s u n d e r a n o b l i g a t i o n t o a d o p t p r o c e d u r e s t o m o n i t o r c o m p l i a n c e w i t h a n d i m p o s es a n c t i o n s f o r b r e a c h e s o f t h e C o d e o f C o n d u c t b y p e r s o n s u n d e r i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n .F o r b r e a c h e s o f t h e C o d e o f C o n d u c t , t h e D i s c i p l i n e P a n e l o f S c o t t i s h R u g b y m a y i m p o s e s u c h p e n a l t i e s a si t d e e m s a p p r o p r i a t e , s u b j e c t t o t h e l i s t o f r e c o m m e n d e d s a n c t i o n s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e R u l e s o f D i s c i p l i n a r yP r o c e d u r e s , c o p i e s o f w h i c h a r e w i t h t h e c l u b s .
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Protocol for Match Officials T h e f o l l o w i n g p r o t o c o l s h a v e b e e n d r a w n u p t o e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y i n S c o t l a n d r e c e i v e s t h e b e s t s e r v i c ep o s s i b l e f r o m m a t c h o f f i c i a l s a t a l l l e v e l s .E a c h m a t c h o f f i c i a l a g r e e s t h a t : -1 .
 

h e w i l l c o n t a c t t h e h o m e c l u b a t l e a s t 4 8 h o u r s b e f o r e a m a t c h s h o u l d t h e r e f e r e e s ’ s e c r e t a r y o ft h a t c l u b f a i l t o m a k e c o n t a c t .2 .
 

h e w i l l m a k e e v e r y e f f o r t t o b e f i t t o a c t a s a m a t c h o f f i c i a l . I f t h e r e i s a n y d o u b t , h e s h o u l d n o tu n d e r t a k e a n y m a t c h a p p o i n t m e n t s u n t i l h e i s f u l l y r e c o v e r e d .3 .
 

I f v e r b a l a b u s e f r o m a c o a c h i s s u c h t h a t t h e r e f e r e e r e q u i r e s t o t a k e a c t i o n , h e s h o u l d f o r m a l l yc a u t i o n t h e c o a c h a n d r e q u i r e h i m t o l e a v e t h e p l a y i n g e n c l o s u r e . T h i s s h o u l d b e d o n e w i t h o u tb r a n d i s h i n g a c a r d . T h e r e f e r e e w i l l t h e n d i s c u s s t h e i n c i d e n t w i t h h i s l o c a l R R D M a s s o o n a sp o s s i b l e a n d i f r e q u i r e d w i l l s e n d a r e p o r t ( a p p e n d i x 1 ) t o M u r r a y f i e l d . I f a c o a c h i s r e p o r t e d o nt h r e e o c c a s i o n s i n o n e s e a s o n , h e w i l l a p p e a r b e f o r e S c o t t i s h R u g b y ’ s D i s c i p l i n e P a n e l . H o w e v e r , i ft h e a b u s e i s s u c h t h a t t h e r e f e r e e f e e l s t h r e a t e n e d , o r i n o t h e r s e r i o u s c a s e s , S c o t t i s h R u g b y s h a l lh a v e t h e p o w e r t o c a l l t h e c o a c h b e f o r e t h e D i s c i p l i n e P a n e l a t a n y t i m e .4 .
 

h e w i l l c o n t a c t t h e S c o t t i s h R u g b y r e s u l t s l i n e s t r a i g h t a f t e r t h e m a t c h t o c o n f i r m t h e s c o r e o fC h a m p i o n s h i p m a t c h e s .5 .
 

h e w i l l c o m p l e t e t h e o f f i c i a l s c o r e c a r d , y e l l o w a n d r e d c a r d f o r m s ( i f a p p r o p r i a t e ) a n d h o s p i t a l i t yc a r d s t r a i g h t a f t e r t h e m a t c h a n d r e t u r n t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n t o t h e S c o t t i s h R u g b y t o a r r i v e a tM u r r a y f i e l d w i t h i n 4 8 h o u r s o f c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e m a t c h .6 .
 

h e c o n d u c t s h i m s e l f i n a n o r d e r l y a n d r e s p e c t a b l e m a n n e r , a n d h e m a i n t a i n s a t i d y a p p e a r a n c ew h i l s t r e p r e s e n t i n g S c o t t i s h R u g b y a n d / o r h i s s o c i e t y .7 .
 

h e m a k e s e v e r y e f f o r t t o a t t e n d a f t e r m a t c h f u n c t i o n s .8 .
 

h e k e e p s S c o t t i s h R u g b y r e f e r e e i n g d e p a r t m e n t a n d h i s s o c i e t y r e g u l a r l y i n f o r m e d o f a n y c h a n g e t oh i s c o n t a c t d e t a i l s .9 .
 

h e d o e s n o t e n g a g e i n c o n d u c t , b e h a v i o u r o r p r a c t i c e s w h i c h m a y b r i n g t h e S c o t t i s h R u g b y o r t h eg a m e o f r u g b y f o o t b a l l i n t o d i s r e p u t e .
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Protocols for Clubs, Coaches and Players 1 .
 H o m e c l u b s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r n o t i f y i n g m a t c h o f f i c i a l s o f t h e d a t e , v e n u e , k i c k - o f f t i m e a n d t e a mc o l o u r s a t l e a s t 7 2 h o u r s b e f o r e t h e g a m e . M e s s a g e s l e f t o n v o i c e m a i l a r e n o t a c c e p t a b l e a sc o n f i r m a t i o n - c o n t a c t m u s t b e m a d e w i t h o f f i c i a l s . Failure to notify a match official of a 

postponement prior to his arrival at the ground may result in the home club having to reimburse 

the referee’s travel costs. 2 .
 H o m e c l u b s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r n o t i f y i n g v i s i t i n g c l u b s o f t h e d a t e , v e n u e , k i c k - o f f t i m e a n d t e a mc o l o u r s a t l e a s t 7 2 h o u r s b e f o r e t h e g a m e . V i s i t i n g c l u b s a l s o s h o u l d b e a w a r e o f t h e n e e d t o a l e r t t h eo p p o s i t i o n o f a n y c h a n g e i n c o l o u r s .3 .
 C l u b s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s a f e t y a n d w e l l b e i n g o f m a t c h o f f i c i a l s d u r i n g t h e t i m e t h e y a r e a t t h ec l u b i n q u e s t i o n . W h e r e p o s s i b l e , a r e f e r e e l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s h o u l d b e a p p o i n t e d b y t h e h o m e c l u b .4 .
 C l u b s w i l l s u b m i t t h e i r t e a m s h e e t i n c l u d i n g r e p l a c e m e n t s t o t h e m a t c h o f f i c i a l s a t l e a s t 3 0 m i n u t e sb e f o r e k i c k - o f f i n d i c a t i n g t h e r e p l a c e m e n t f r o n t - r o w p l a y e r s . C h a n g e s m a y b e m a d e u p t o k i c k - o f f t i m ei f a p l a y e r i s i n j u r e d d u r i n g w a r m - u p5 .
 C l u b s w i l l e n s u r e t h a t t e c h n i c a l a r e a s a r e i n p l a c e a n d t h e p i t c h i s r o p e d o f f . B o t h t e c h n i c a l a r e a s m u s tb e o n t h e s a m e s i d e o f t h e p i t c h e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e h a l f w a y l i n e . ( A s a m p l e l a y o u t i s s h o w n b e l o w ) . Am a x i m u m o f 6 p e r t e a m w i l l b e p e r m i t t e d w i t h i n t h e t e c h n i c a l a r e a a t a n y o n e t i m e : 2 x c o a c h i n g s t a f f ,2 x m e d i c a l s t a f f a n d 2 x w a t e r c a r r i e r s . R e s e r v e s a n d o t h e r t e a m s t a f f m u s t r e m a i n i n a d e s i g n a t e da r e a o u t s i d e t h e p l a y i n g e n c l o s u r e .6 .
 P r e m i e r 1 - 3 c l u b s w i l l a p p o i n t a f o u r t h o f f i c i a l t o a l l h o m e g a m e s t o c o n t r o l t h e t e c h n i c a l a r e a s a n dr o l l i n g s u b s t i t u t i o n s . A n o m i n a t e d h o m e c l u b o f f i c i a l o r t h e a p p o i n t e d h o m e t o u c h j u d g e f o r a l l o t h e rg a m e s w i l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c o n t r o l l i n g t h e t e c h n i c a l a r e a s a n d r o l l i n g s u b s t i t u t i o n s .7 .
 P l a y e r s m a y n o t r e c e i v e l o c a l a n a e s t h e t i c o n m a t c h d a y u n l e s s f o r s u t u r i n g o f b l e e d i n g w o u n d s o r f o rd e n t a l t r e a t m e n t a d m i n i s t e r e d b y a n a p p r o p r i a t e l y q u a l i f i e d m e d i c a l o r d e n t a l p r a c t i t i o n e r .8 .
 C o a c h i n g s t a f f m u s t r e m a i n w i t h i n t h e c o n f i n e s o f t h e t e c h n i c a l a r e a a t a l l t i m e s d u r i n g p l a y . M e d i c a ls t a f f a n d w a t e r c a r r i e r s m u s t a b i d e b y t h e P r o t o c o l s f o r P e r s o n s e n t e r i n g t h e P l a y i n g A r e a . ( b e l o w ) .9 .
 C o a c h e s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o c o m m e n t o n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e m a t c h o f f i c i a l s b y c o m p l e t i n g t h e“ R e p o r t o n R e f e r e e ” f o r m ( A p p e n d i x 2 ) . R e f e r e e s w i l l h a n d o u t a f o r m t o e a c h c l u b ’ s c o a c h . C l u b s c a nr e q u e s t a s u p p l y o f r e p o r t c a r d s f r o m S c o t t i s h R u g b y ’ s R e f e r e e M a n a g e r a t M u r r a y f i e l d .1 0 .
 I f c o a c h e s , p l a y e r s o r c l u b p e r s o n n e l w i s h t o c o m p l a i n a b o u t t h e b e h a v i o u r o f m a t c h o f f i c i a l s , t h eC o m p l a i n t o n B e h a v i o u r o f M a t c h O f f i c i a l s f o r m ( A p p e n d i x 3 ) s h o u l d b e c o m p l e t e d a n d r e t u r n e d t oM u r r a y f i e l d f o r t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e R e f e r e e M a n a g e r . 1 1 .
 

A f t e r t h e m a t c h , c o a c h e s a n d p l a y e r s m u s t r e f r a i n f r o m d i s c u s s i n g c o n t e n t i o u s i s s u e s e m a n a t i n g f r o mt h e g a m e w i t h m a t c h o f f i c i a l s u n t i l a t l e a s t 2 0 m i n u t e s a f t e r t h e f i n a l w h i s t l e . T h e r e a f t e r a l lp a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e m a t c h a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o d i s c u s s a s p e c t s o f t h e g a m e i n p a r t i c u l a r t h ec o a c h / c a p t a i n / r e f e r e e / a s s i s t a n t r e f e r e e s / r e f e r e e c o a c h .1 2 .
 C l u b s a r e r e q u e s t e d t o p r o v i d e t h e r e f e r e e w i t h a D V D o f t h e g a m e ( i f a v a i l a b l e ) . T h i s w i l l a s s i s t w i t hm a t c h o f f i c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d h e l p i d e n t i f y a n y c o n c e r n a c l u b c o a c h m a y h a v e r e g a r d i n g t h er e f e r e e s p e r f o r m a n c e o n t h e d a y .
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Protocols for Persons entering the Playing Area 1 .
 U p t o t w o m e d i c a l s t a f f a r e p e r m i t t e d t o e n t e r t h e p l a y i n g a r e a a t a n y t i m e t o a t t e n d t o i n j u r e d p l a y e r s .T h e y m u s t r e t u r n t o t h e t e c h n i c a l a r e a o n c e t h e y h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e t r e a t m e n t o f a n i n j u r e d p l a y e r .2 .
 U p t o t w o w a t e r c a r r i e r s a r e p e r m i t t e d t o e n t e r t h e p l a y i n g a r e a t o p r o v i d e w a t e r .3 .
 

W a t e r w i l l b e p e r m i t t e d t o b e t a k e n d u r i n g b r e a k s i n p l a y ( n o t d u r i n g p e n a l t y k i c k s ) i n c l u d i n g w h e n t r i e sh a v e b e e n s c o r e d b u t n o t i n v i e w o r d i s t r a c t i n g t o t h e g o a l k i c k e r . W a t e r c a r r i e r s m u s t r e t u r n t o t h et e c h n i c a l a r e a a f t e r p l a y e r s h a v e t a k e n w a t e r a n d b e f o r e t h e r e f e r e e r e s t a r t s p l a y .4 .
 

A t a l l o t h e r t i m e s , p l a y e r s m u s t g o t o t h e i r d e s i g n a t e d t e c h n i c a l z o n e t o t a k e w a t e r .5 .
 

B o t t l e s m u s t n o t b e t h r o w n o n a n d o f f t h e p i t c h .
TECHNICAL ZONE SAMPLE LAYOUT 



C o d e o f C o n d u c t f o r G a m e 2 0 1 0 : 1 2 / 1 / 1 0
6 

Appendix 1 

 
REFEREE ABUSE INCIDENT REPORT 

 
Referees Name: ____________________________ Date of Incident: ___________________________ 

 

Fixture: ______________________________________ v _____________________________________________ 

 

Persons responsible for abuse: (Please tick) 

 

Player   Coach Club Official Spectator 

 

 

Name(s) (if known) and Club/Team of person(s) responsible for abuse: 

 

 

 

 

 

List names and club/team of any witnesses to the incident: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature of Abuse e.g. (Please tick) 

 

Physical Verbal Other  

 

 

Describe details of the incident 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Referees signature_____________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 

(Please ensure you contact your local RRDM as soon as possible after the incident) 

 

Action: 

 

1. Report sighted by RRDM: __________________________   __________________________ 

             (Signature) (name – print) 

 

2. Action taken: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

3. Reported to Union: _________________________________(Date) 
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Appendix 2 

 

 
             

 

 REPORT ON REFEREE                                                                             
 

Referees Name:               Society:      

  

Game:        (     ) v              (          )  Date     

 

Please put a X in one of the columns marked A, B, C, and D following the guide -   A = Very Good      B = Good      C = Average      D = Poor 

 

 A B C D QUALIFYING COMMENTS 

Management of pre / post match events      

Used all opportunities to play advantage     

Laws: Knowledge and application     

Management of foul and negative play      

Assertive but not aggressive or arrogant     

Balance–preventative/punitive for control of the game      

Kept up with play throughout the game     

Referee’s mobility during the game     

Communications: voice, whistle and signals     

Engagement procedure at the scrum     

Players bound correctly and offside lines managed     

Ensured there was a fair contest for the ball at scrum     

Maintained gaps in lineout     

Ensured a fair contest for the ball at lineout     

The offside lines were controlled     

Ensured tackler and tackled player took the correct action     

Ensured players joined tackle correctly and stayed on their feet     

Players joined the maul / ruck correctly     

 

 

How would you rate the referees’ performance today? Very Good �   Good �   Average �  Poor � 

 

 

Name:       Club:     Position in Club:     Date:          

                        Please Print   
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Appendix 3 

 
Complaint on Behaviour of Match Officials 

 
Club/Coach/Player: ____________________________ Date of Incident: ___________________________ 

 

Fixture: ______________________________________ v _____________________________________________ 

 

Persons being reported (please tick) 

 

Referee   Assistant Referee Referee Coach             Fourth Official 

 

 

Name(s) (if known) and Society of person(s) responsible for complaint: 

 

 

 

 

 

List names and club/team of any witnesses to the incident: 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature of Complaint e.g. (Please tick) 

 

Physical Verbal Other  

 

 

Describe details of the incident 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature_____________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 

(Please ensure you contact the Referees Manager at Murrayfield as soon as possible after the incident)  

Action: 

 

1. Report sighted by RM: __________________________   __________________________ 

   (Signature) (name – print) 

 

4. Action taken: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Reported to relevant Society/RRDM: _________________________________(Date) 


